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SUBJECT: REFUGEES FROM ANGOLA IN ZAMBIA 
REF: STATE 6036; LUSAKA 193; STATE 27343 

1 . TIMES OF ZAMBIA OF MARCH 1 REPORTS "MORE THAN TWO THOUSAND" 
ANGOLAN REFUGEES, INCLUDING PORTUGUESE NATIONALS, HAVE FLED INTO 
ZAMBIA DURING PAST TWO WEEKS, ACCORDING TO MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS 
AARON MILNER. ARTICLE ADDED THAT ARRANGEMENTS ARE UNDERWAY TO 
REPATRIATE SOME ONE HUNDRED WHITE PORTUGUESE TO PORTUGAL WHILE 
OTHER REFUGEES WILL BE RESETTLED AT EXISTING REFUGEE RESETTLE- 
MENT AREAS AT MAHEBA AND MAYUKWAYUKWA. MEANWHILE, REFUGEES ARE 
ENCAMPLED AT LUSAKA AGRICULTURAL SHOWGROUNDS, MOST RECENTLY HOST 
TO OVER ONE HUNDRED NON-ZAMBIAN STUDENTS MADE HOMELESS TEMPORARILY 
BY CLOSURE OF UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA ON FEBRUARY 9. 
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OF TIMES REPORT AND FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT REFUGEE INFLUX WAS 
REFERRED TO MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS. PERM SEC CHILAO OF THAT 
MINISTRY CONFIRMED REFUGEE INFLUX BUT ASSURED US THAT DISCUSSIONS 
ARE IN TRAIN WITH PORTUGUESE EMBASSY LUSAKA OVER REPATRIATION 
OF ITS CITIZENS. NEITHER CHILAO NOR UNHCR INDICATED ANY NEED 
FOR OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE AT THIS POINT EITHER TO CARE FOR OR 
TO REPATRIATE REFUGEES. 

3. COMMENT: WILL BE RECALLED THAT WE PREVIOUSLY REPORTED (LUSAKA 
REFTEL) THAT UNHCR LUSAKA CALCULATES ZAMBIA COULD ABSORB ABOUT 
ONE THOUSAND NEW REFUGEES EACH MONTH FOR PERIOD OF TWO - THREE 
MONTHS WITHOUT UNDUE STRAIN ON EXISTING STAFF AND SUPPLIES. 

SHOULD THERE CONTINUE BE INFLUX OF REFUGEES INTO ZAMBIA AT ANYTHING 
LIKE RATE SUGGESTED BY TIMES ARTICLE, IT LIKELY BOTH UNHCR 
AND ZAMBIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD NEED SEEK OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE. 

SO FAR, HOWEVER, IT APPEARS THAT POINT HAS NOT YET BEEN REACHED. 
WILKOWSKI 
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